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Introduction 
On Monday, Mai 7, 5:15 the participants from industry, science and the public sector gathered 
at Graz airport to participate in this year’s Silicon Alps fact finding mission. The goal was once 
more to explore institutions and organisations in the area of microelectronics which are 
renowned for their outstanding performance and achievements, mainly in the area of 
semiconductors and microelectronics in Belgium and the Netherlands, to get new ideas and 
insights and over all to explore new business opportunities. This trip was the first one in a row 
of our „Cluster visits Cluster(s)“ series and will be continued next year in the Grenoble region in 
France. 

The delegation comprised 10 members of organisations such as AT&S, bmvit, Bright Red 
Systems, Joanneum Research, SFG, Material Center Leoben, Silicon Austria Labs and Silicon 
Alps Cluster.   

 

DAY 1 
 

After the arrival 
in Brussels 
airport, the 
delegation hit 
the road to 
Leuven, where 

the DSP Valley 
Cluster - a 
member of the 
Silicon Europe 
Alliance and 
therefore a 
Silicon Alps 
partner cluster - received the Austrian delegation and provided a first introduction and 
presentation to their organisation. DSP Valley Cluster, one of the top clusters in Europe in the 
area of smart electronic systems and embedded technology solutions is an independent 
cluster grouping more than 100 partners. It was founded in 1993-94 through a common 
private initiative of the University of Leuven, IMEC, a large electronics research centre, and 
Philips, with the aim to exploit technologies developed in the research institutions. Its 
activities include among others regional and international inter cluster B2B forums, 
Academia-to-Business forums, a shared group booth at international exhibitions, custom 
matchmaking events, technical seminars, a bi-monthly newsletter and brokerage services for 
participation in European ICT programs. DSP Valley is headquartered in Leuven, Belgium and  

 

http://www.dspvalley.com/en
http://www.dspvalley.com/en
http://www.dspvalley.com/
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has a branch office in Eindhoven, The Netherlands. Both of them as well as a comprehensive 
presentation  and explanations were part of our visit and concluded the first half day.  

Following, just before lunch break, the Commercial Counsellor of the Austrian Embassy in 
Brussel, Ms. Mag. Martina Madeo joined us and provided some insights on the Belgium 
economy and culture. She then accompanied the delegation to our next item in the program, 
namely imec - one of the founding members of DSP Valley Cluster, located just a 5 minutes’ 
walk from the DSP Valley building. 

Imec, the Interuniversity Microelectronics Center, established in 1984, is the world-leading 
R&D and innovation hub in nanoelectronics and digital technologies. It also is the largest 
independent R&D institute and innovation hub in Europe. With 3,500 researchers imec 
assembles brilliant and creative people - forward thinkers - from all over the world to act as a 
trusted partner for companies, startups and academia in the scope of different types of 
projects. Researchers working for imec profit from a stimulating environment and world-class 
infrastructure in a local and global ecosystem of diverse partners across a multitude of 
industries, they are accelerating progress towards a connected, sustainable future. 

Before visiting imec’s impressive cleanroom facilities with the most 
recent machinery, the delegation got inspiring insights into the 
various fields of research and was introduced into imac’s approach 
on how to turn data into knowledge by Bas Dorren, PhD, the director 
of business development. With healthcare, smart mobility, smart 
cities, industry 4.0 and energy the imac focus is very similar to that of 
DSP Valley and the Silicon Alps Cluster as we could notice. 

The way back to the DSP Valley building was still littered by 
amazement and captivation of the experienced excursion and 
discussions continued until the following presentation: on the DSP 

Valley premises one of the members of the KU Leuven, the  Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 
introduced the University and the Department of Electronics Engineering to the delegation. 
KU Leuven as one of Europe’s oldest universities, boasts a long tradition of ground-breaking 
research and high-quality education and is dedicated to education and research in nearly all 
fields.  Its fifteen faculties offer education, while research activities are organized by the 
departments and research groups and boasts fourteen campuses, spread across 10 cities in 
Flanders. All these facts and detailed insights on the education and achievements especially in 
microelectronics provided a good overview on the academic environment in Leuven.  

To conclude the first fact finding day the delegation then headed to the hotel to check in and 
gather a little later to commence the „informal“ but nevertheless equally interesting following 
part of the trip – the guided city walk. The participants were recounted stories and historical 

facts while walking through the vibrant, historic city of Leuven with all its students and 
people enjoying the wonderful sunny and warm evening.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/martina-madeo-11b236162/?locale=de_DE
https://www.imec-int.com/en/home
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bas-dorren-354975/?locale=de_DE
https://www.esat.kuleuven.be/english
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katholieke_Universiteit_Leuven
http://www.kuleuven.be/english/faculties_schools
http://visitleuven.be/en?_ga=2.242552577.226014053.1529911243-1852477856.1529911243
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Oude Markt, Leuven’s meeting place par excellence where the 
numerous terraces quickly fill up, as we could experience 
ourselves on site, was the endpoint of a truly eventful and 
exciting first day. Choosing and tasting of one of the traditional 
Belgium craft beers rounded up the evening and provided an 
excellent impression of the capital of the province of Flemish 
Brabant in Belgium, located about 25 kilometres east 
of Brussels.  

 

DAY2 
 

The following morning led us to the famous High Tech Campus Eindhoven, located in the 
Netherlands, around 100 kilometres from Leuven. High Tech Campus Eindhoven calls itself 
the „smartest km² in The Netherlands“ with more than 160 companies and institutes, and 
some 11,000 researchers, developers and entrepreneurs working on developing future 

technologies and products. The Campus had been created to 
support companies to accelerate their innovation by offering 
easy access to high tech facilities and international networks. 
Campus companies (a.o. Philips, NXP, IBM, Intel) strategically 
decide what knowledge, skills and R&D facilities they share in 
order to achieve faster, better and more customer-oriented 
innovation in the application fields Health, Energy and Smart 
Environments. Located at the heart of Brainport Campus 

companies are responsible for nearly 40% of all Dutch patent applications. Innovation and 
high tech is key to the companies located at the High Tech Campus Eindhoven which could 
also be experienced by the members of the Silicon Alps delegation. 

They started their trip in one of the various office buildings on the 
campus, namely the Mμ-building where the DSP Valley Cluster’s 
office is located. Mμ represents an accelerator especially 
developed to provide housing and services to small and medium 
enterprises with activities focused on research and development.  

On these premises the delegation was introduced to the 
concept of the Tech Campus Eindhoven and the Brainport 
Eindhoven which includes the Tech Campus as well as the 
area in and around Eindhoven. It represents cornerstones of 
the Dutch economy in high-tech, electronics and design. The 
technological landscape there has been carved by Philips from 
which a big part of the companies in the region has derived. The 
concept of open innovation and incubators is one commonly applied in this area.  

http://www.visitleuven.be/nl/oude-markt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flemish_Brabant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flemish_Brabant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brussels
https://www.hightechcampus.com/
https://www.hightechcampus.com/office-space/mu-eindhoven
https://brainporteindhoven.com/
https://brainporteindhoven.com/
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One of the organisations accounting for these cornerstones is Vito Health Diagnostics 
which was presented to the delegates by one of their representatives. Vito, headquartered in 
Mol in Belgium is an independent Flemish research organisation in the area of cleantech and 
sustainable development with the goal to accelerate the transition to a sustainable world. Vito 
provides innovative technological solutions as well as scientifically based advice and support 
in order to stimulate sustainable development and reinforce the economic and social fabric of 
Flanders. Vito is always open to collaboration and was an attractive interlocuter for the 
specific requests of the delegation. 

After the these two stimulating sessions the participants went off to enjoy lunch at The Strip, 
a building within the Tech Campus Eindhoven, next to small lake, especially designed to 
connect people and stimulate the sharing of knowledge and cooperation. The Strip includes 
social facilities such as 8 different restaurant concepts, a conference centre with auditorium, a 
range of shops and services, and the Campus Wellness Centre. Residents and visitors to the 
Campus meet at The Strip every day, for lunch, an intensive workout or during one of the 
many network meetings, concerts or technical conferences. The Strip is the centre for 
meetings, inspiration and creativity and the participants of the delegation enjoyed the 
facilities while having lunch on one of the sunny benches in front of the building or taking a 
short walk around the lake. 

To reach the next target, the Philips Research 
Eindhoven we just had to turn to  the building 
opposite the strip to meet the Philips 
representative who introduced us quickly to the  
history of Philips on the High Tech Campus 
Eindhoven before inviting us to follow him on a 
window tour through the Philips MEMS cleanroom 
facilities.  

Philips Research Eindhoven works on innovations 
in Professional Healthcare and Personal Health. It 
combines research activities with ‘first of a kind’ 
product development based on advanced engineering competencies. The way of working is 
strongly multidisciplinary, both in terms of technical scientific disciplines and in terms of 
applications and covers a broad range of disciplines. From physics, chemistry, electronics, 
mechatronics, embedded software, signal processing, and computer science into cross-
disciplinary fields like biomedical engineering, microbiology, biophysics and systems design all 
the way to psychology, perception and behavioural sciences. 

All the information provided by the different stakeholders the delegation had encountered at 
the High Tech Campus Eindhoven preoccupied the delegation also on their way back from 
Eindhoven to Leuven, where the next gripping item on the agenda was awaiting them: the 
introduction to B-Hive – where finance meets technology.  

https://vito.be/en
https://www.hightechcampus.com/the-strip
https://www.philips.com/a-w/research/locations/eindhoven.html
https://www.philips.com/a-w/research/locations/eindhoven.html
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B-Hive, a European collaborative innovation platform, is trying to build an engaged digital 
finance community by connecting financial services players, technology start-ups and scale-
ups. Together, they aim at embracing the common challenges and opportunities brought 
about by the digitalization of the financial services industry. B-Hive actively involves a diverse 
range of niche players and experts to deliver tangible improvements for their community 
through joint learning, technology standards & best practices and shared services. Their goal 
is to maintain competitiveness of the financial services industry, to build a strong local start-
up ecosystem that exports its products and services and to attract foreign smart technology 
companies to the Eurozone. To summarize it can be said that B-Hive aims to build a strong 
international fintech ecosystem where expertise, networking, resources and technology can 
be shared and together with their partners, B-Hive pursues the mission of supporting their 
members in their efforts to deal with the impact of digital technology on the financial 
landscape. 

After this enlightening trip into finance the following and last visit for the day was tackled: an 
excursion to the future of health.  

This experience which is not to be missed turned up 
due to a change in program, proposed by our host, the 
DSP Valley Cluster and luckily the majority of the 
delegation accepted the change as the just recently 
opened „Health House“ truly opens up new 
horizons in health technology by uniting health, high-
tech and all the people around it.  

Providing hands-on interaction with cutting-edge 
technology and inspiration for research, business and 
cooperations, Health House turned our visit into a 
unique experience. It shows the impact of technology 
on the future of health and care today through class-
leading content and astonishing visualizations which 
could be tried out by the  participants. The interactive 

exhibition was tailored to our group and provided several 
opportunities to experience the future of health and care. 

This unique chance to visit was put on the agenda due to the good relation that our host, the 
DSP Valley Cluster established with their next-building neighbours, the Health House. All the 
participants were lastingly impressed by what they had experienced there. 

But the day was not finished yet. It ended with a dinner invitation from our hosts and implied 
wonderful Belgium food and drinks! Many thanks to DSP Valley who definitely made our 
evening! 

 

https://b-hive.eu/
http://www.health-house.be/en


 

8 
 

DAY 3  
 

On the last day of our fact finding mission the participants got 

the chance to visit the, Leuven Nano Center. This centre 
merges different engineering and physics disciplines to create a 
multidisciplinary research environment to promote innovative 
concepts, such as micro-scaled energy harvesters, flexible 
sensors and displays on textiles, nanometre precise motors and 
air bearings.  

The mission of this new infrastructure is for researchers to 
cross-fertilize and intensify their research by a multidisciplinary 
span of manufacturing techniques for the micro- and 
nanometre scale and applications. The infrastructure includes 
vibration-free laboratories for sensitive characterisation and process equipment, a clean 
room for the next generation MEMS, a nanomaterial fabrication laboratory and sample 
preparation areas for organics and non-organics. 

Our guide, one of the Nano Center researchers, took his time to show the delegation around, 
to explain and visit the different laboratories and to answer all our questions to the full 
satisfaction of the delegation’s participants.  

To conclude the visit of the KU Leuven, where the Nano Center belongs to, the delegation 
wandered  around the KU Leuven university area, had a last look at beautiful the premises of 
the old university building and then finished the day with lunch next to the KU Leuven.  

On the way to the airport the participants had time to re-discuss the impressions they could 
gain from this day and the insightful and exciting trip they had experienced, as well as all the 
valuable network they were able to build.  

 

THANK YOU & Outlook! 
The Silicon Alps Cluster team would like to thank all the participants for their interest and 
their involvement! Furthermore, we’d like to present a big thank you to our host, the DSP 
Valley Cluster and especially to Peter Simkins who arranged the meetings and visits as well as 
to Dieter Therssen, CEO of DSP whose efforts provided all the valuable inputs our participants 
could take with them!  

We are looking forward to next year „Cluster visits Cluster(s)“ that will provide us a closer look 

at our French Partner Cluster’s microelectronics environment in the Grenoble region and 
we’d like to invite you to participate in this unique experience in spring 2019. 

The announcement of the trip with further details will be available on the Silicon Alps 
homepage shortly. 

https://set.kuleuven.be/chemtech_nanocentre
http://www.discoverleuven.com/university.asp
https://www.silicon-alps.at/
https://www.silicon-alps.at/
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